
though State-by-State variation is 
considerable. For the Territories and 
possessions, however, they constituted 
only 27.3 percent of total grants and 
equaled only $2.61 per capita, as 
compared with 54.5 percent and $7.98 
per capita for the continental United 
States. 

Economic Status of Aged 
Persons and Dependent 
Survivors, December 1951 

Estimates are given below of the 
number of aged persons and of de- 
pendent survivors in the population 
at $the end of 1951 who were receiv- 
ing income from employment, social 
insurance and related programs, and 
public assistance. 

The basic trend in the leading in- 
come sources for these groups con- 
tinues to be the rapid growth in the 
relative importance of social insur- 
ance, particuIarly old-age and survi- 
vors insurance. Between December 
1950 and December 1951 the number 
of aged persons drawing old-age and 
survivors insurance benefits increased 
27 percent; the number of benefici- 
aries among widowed mothers with 
children under age 18 went up 20 

percent; and the number of paternal 
orphan beneficiaries rose 19 percent. 
Public assistance recipients among 
these three groups decreased 3, 10, 
and 9 percent, respectively, during 
the same period; the number of 
earners also declined, but the declines 
were less, relatively, than those for 
the recipients of assistance. 

Many of the old-age and survivors 
insurance beneficiaries eligible under 
the 1950 amendments qualify for 
small benefits, and in the absence of 
other income they require supplemen- 
tary public assistance. In February 
1952, 12 percent of the aged insur- 
ance beneficiaries and 15 percent of 
the old-age assistance recipients were 
receiving payments under both pro- 
grams, as were 9 percent of all child 
beneficiaries under the insurance 
program and 5 percent of all children 
receiving aid to dependent children. 

Size of the Aged Labor 
Reserve 

The pressure of the defense mobili- 
zation program on manpower re- 
sources has aroused speculation on 
the size of the labor-force reserve 
among aged persons. Experience dur- 

Estimated number of aged persons and dependent survivors receiving income 
from specified sources, December 1951 l 

Source of income 

Total in population ’ ______________.____ 

Employment.------.----------------------. 
Earners ____-_____._.--____________________ 
Wives of earners __________________________ 

Social insurance and related programs: 
Old-age and survivors insurance- __- ______ 
Railroad retirement _______________.______ 
Federal employee retirement programs---. 
Veterans’ compensation and pension pro- 

b~arn.------...-----------------------~ 
Others..-.-----.-----_.--.--------------, 

Public assistance ____________________------. 

[In millions] \ 
I , 

Widows under 
age 65 

4.0 2.5 
3.0 2.5 
1.0 ---- _----- 

3.3 1.8 
:“z .2 

.l 

1; :f 

‘2.7 11.3 

:: 
.---____ 

i Continental United States only. beneficiaries of programs other than old-age and 
1 Excludes widows who have remarried. survivors insurance and railroad retirement. 
1 Includes children not living with widowed 7 Old-age assistance. 

mother. s Aid to dependent children. 
~Includes persons with no income and with in- 

come from sources other than those specified. Some Sources: Number of person8 of spwi5ed age, sex, 
pemons received income from more than one of the 

marital status, family status, and parental status 
sources listed. 

and number of earners, estimated from Bureau of 

6 Fewer than 55,OMi. 
the Census data. Number of persons in receipt of 
payments under social iusmauce and related pro- 

8 Beneficiaries of State and local government em- grams and from public assistance reported by ad- 
ployee retirement programs, and wives of male miuistrative agencies. partly estimated. 
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ing World War II leaves littlb doubt 
that additional workers can be re- 
cruited from among those now in re- 
tirement. In 1944 the proportion of 
all men aged 65 and over who were in 
the labor force rose to an average 
monthly rate of 52 percent, or 7 
points higher than the average for 
1940, while the participation rate for 
women aged 65 and over went up 
from 7 to 10 percent. The changes 
in the size of the aged labor force 
had a measurable effect on social 
security operations. Approximately 
100,000 old-age assistance cases were 
closed between January 1942 and July 
1945 because the recipient obtained 
employment. More than 2 in every 3 
aged workers eligible for retirement 
benefits under old-age and survivors 
insurance preferred to remain at 
work during the war years. 

By the beginning of 1952 the Iabor- 
force participation rate for persons 
65 years of age and over had receded 
to the 1940 level. If employment 
among the aged should rise again to 
peak wartime rates-52 percent for 
men and 10 percent for women-the 
number of additional aged workers 
might be expected to total perhaps 
600,000 (about 500,000 men and 
100,000 women). This estimate is 
somewhat less than others, but it is 
not unreasonable in the light of the 
available information on the preva- 
lence of disability among aged per- 
sons not in the labor force, the long 
absence of many older persons from 
gainful employment, and their opin- 
ions when interviewed concerning the 
desirability of returning to work and 
the kind of jobs that would attract 
them back to the labor force. 

Sometimes overlooked in discus- 
sions of the size of the aged labor- 
force reserve is the selected character 
of the aged still at work. They are 
the survivors of a much larger group 
of workers, most of whom have fallen 
to the assaults of age on health, work 
habits and skills, and emotional bal- 
ance. References to the experience, 
reliability, and low injury and absen- 
teeism rates of 65- and ‘IO-year-old 
employees tell little about the pro- 
ductive potentialities of the millions 
of aged persons no longer at work. 
While some of the latter group have 
been the victims of arbitrary retire- 


